THE   TOMB   OF   HUD   IN   THE   VALLEY   OF   THE   FLOODS

an air of complete peace and calm pervaded the whole place. There was
that feeling of reverence and devout worship which hangs like an aura
around almost every sacred shrine. This was even more apparent when
we had climbed the rough white-washed slope, which half-way up divides
into two, one going right and the other left, and came to the dome itself.
The tomb extends up the hill-side at the back of the dome: its total length
is about ninety feet.

The dome covers the rough unhewn natural rock of the mountain in
which is a great cleft. This, it is said, is the place into which the prophet
disappeared. The mountain never completely closed after him, and now
while the surrounding rock is heavily white-washed the deft itself is left
untouched. Untouched that is to say by paint, but it is worn smooth by
countless reverent hands and lips. It was this, perhaps, with the quiet of
the fine December morning brooding over the spot, which called back
to my mind other ancient fanes where the knees of generations of worshippers
have worn away the stones.

It was not easy to turn one's mind to a practical examination of the
tomb and its surroundings. Thousands of minute pieces of chewed-up
coloured rag or string stuck to the walls and roof of the cup ok attracted our.
attention, and on the grave itself, extending out of the cupola up the
mountain, there were numbers of small stones tied round with pieces of
rag and suspended from pegs driven into the masonry.

Hud is generally thought to be the patriarch Eber of Genesis and in
Muslim theology was the prophet of the giant race of 'Ad. He it was, who
reproved the haughty Sheddad and warned the * Adites of their end, after
which they were consumed by the devastating wind of the desert. I have
not been able to find any reference to the end of Hud in the historians, but
legend has it that he was pursued by two infidel horsemen into the gully
where his tomb now is. Being hard pressed he reached the rock and said:
"Open by the permission of God." The rock opened wide. He entered
in and the stone closed on him, but it did not dose entirely. His she-camel
which he couched near-by was turned to stone.1

The pilgrimage to the tomb of Hud takes place on isth Sha'ban and the

1 Qabr Hud, like Qabr Salih and other giants* tombs, was probably a sanctuary
of the old religion, and it is said'that when Seiyid Ahmed bin Isa al Mo^iajir came
to the Hadhramaut he searched and made enquiries everywhere for the tomb of Hud.
At length one Sheikh Ba 'Abbad, a caravan Muqaddam of RaMa who knew the
-whole country, offered to show oro the grave, but in true Hadhrami style demanded

(For completion of footnote see pvge opposite*)